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Minutes of the 658th meeting of Toft Parish Council on Monday 9th May 2011  in The People’s Hall, Toft

Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman), Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, and Cllr Pat Gouldstone 

In attendance: Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO)          
	No.
	Items

	11/64  


	i) Election of Chairman, & signing of declaration of acceptance of office

Cllr Jeanne McCarten proposed, and Cllr Martin Yeadon seconded Cllr Paul Hercus.  On Cllr Hercus confirming he was happy to continue as Chairman, and no other candidates being proposed the Council Cllr Hercus was elected for a further year and signed the declaration of acceptance.  

ii) Election of Vice Chairman

As Cllr John Betson did not wish to be considered, and no other candidate came forward, the Council resolved to elect one from their number to chair Council meetings in the event that Cllr Hercus was not available.



	11/65
	Apologies

Cllr Elizabeth Dolman, and Cllr Rebecca Howling



	11/66
	Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

Cllr McCarten declared a personal interest in the consultation on tree works at item 11/71 in view of her friendship with the applicant – Mrs E Evans.



	11/67    
	Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest

No members of the public were present.



	11/68


	To confirm minutes of the meetings of 4th and 11th April 2011

The Council resolved to approve the minutes of both meetings without amendment, and they were confirmed by Cllr Hercus’s signature.



	11/69    
	Matters arising from previous meetings 

11/53 (iv) Resurfacing of football pitch

The works had been completed.  Success depended on spring to germinate the grass seed.

11/53 (vi)  Royal Wedding celebration of 29th April 2011

A full report was received from              Cllr Dolman on the planning, and expenses of this successful garden party.

Action: Clerk to include in June payments  

11/54 (i)  CCC costings for safety works

Nothing received from Road Engineer

Cllr McCarten said she would chase.

11/55 Proposed community orchard

Delayed pending resubmission of planning application to SCDC.

11/58  Missing road sign for Brookside

No progress to date on replacement.



	11/70
	(a) Members’ lead areas of responsibility for 2011/12 

The Council approved the following areas of responsibility:

Financial Monitoring  ……………                 Cllr Hercus

Parish Plan  ………………………..              Cllr Gouldstone

People’s Hall Management Committee  …  Cllr Betson 

Footpaths  ………………………….              Cllr McCarten

Neighbourhood Panel Liaison  ……………  Cllr McCarten

Bonfire Night Working Party  ……………    Cllr Dolman

Arts, socials, & liaison with Toft Churches    Cllr Dolman

Communication (including The Calendar) ..  Cllr Yeadon

Recreation Ground  …………………………  Cllr Gouldstone

Community Orchard   ………………………   Deferred pending transfer of land.

Village Action Priorities  ……………………   Cllr Yeadon

Planning  ……………………………………    Cllr Howling
Youth & Young People ……………………    Cllr Howling

(b) Nomination of Trustees to Joseph Warboys and William Eversden Charities.

Deferred pending confirmation of the role of Toft Parish Council in appointing Trustees to both charities.                               Action:  Cllr Hercus



	11/71
	Consideration of correspondence 

SCDC consultation on tree works

   - Mrs E Evans, 65 High Street              

The Council resolved to recommend approval to South Cambridgeshire DC

                                        Action: Clerk            

Cambs CC – Budget for grass cutting of footpaths cut by 26%.

Cllr Gouldstone volunteered to advise which footpaths were cut in earlier years.

CPRE invitation to renew membership

Item 11/74 refers.    

CCC – Notification of new footpath from Footpath 16 to south of CVC

Noted with interest by Councillors.

CCC – invitation to apply for P3 grant

Council to consider draft application at June meeting.                  Action: Clerk            
Kester Cunningham John Solicitor -Request for cheque for £1500 for SCDC expenses to progress transfer of recreation ground to Toft PC.

Approved under Item 11/72. 
SCDC – Strategic Housing Assessment to determine availability of building land.

Clerk advised that Toft PC would be kept informed.

Ordnanance Survey Public Sector Mapping

Clerk advised that Toft PC now had access to the same mapping data as South Cambs DC, and Cambs CC.

SCDC Questionnaire on need for S106 monies for indoor facilities?

 Referred to People’s Hall Management Committee by the Clerk.

Offer of car park & affordable housing received from Bennell Farm; and copy of request to CCC for double yellow lines outside Comberton Village College.

Planning Department of SCDC to be updated on housing offer by the Clerk. 

.

	11/72
	Finance

	
	i) To approve payments to 9th May 2011

The Council resolved to approve the following payments: 

£

Cheque

Payment details

1500.00

1762

Kester Cunningham John – SCDC legal costs for transfer of recreation ground to Toft PC 

77.00

1763

SLCC membership for 2011.

180.00

1764

CACRE Internal Audit (£150 + £30 vat)

1,162

N/A

Public Works Loan Board for People’s Hall by direct debit. (£10,011.30 outstanding.) 

1,191

1765
Acer Contractors – Restoration of surface of football pitch

90.00

1766

Play Inspection Company – Safety inspection of recreation ground  

317.59

1767

Clive Blower – maintenance works on recreation ground

245.00

1768

CPALC Councillor training

1,048.33

1769

AON – insurance renewal  
206.94

1770

Clerk’s net salary

51.60

1771

PAYE (HMRC)

22. 45

1772

Clerk’s expenses – mobile phone, and key cutting

6,069.46

Total

ii) Consideration of Internal Auditors Report  

Deferred for further consideration at the June meeting.    Action: Clerk/RFO            
iii)  To approve the Annual Return for 2010/11  

     The Clerk acting as Responsible Finance Officer circulated the draft return, and referred the Council to the report by the internal auditor which highlighted lack of supporting receipts for petty cash payments; and the need for an adjustment from the 2009/10 financial year.  A credit of £299.43 needed to be brought into the accounts for 2010/11 to ensure that the accounts balanced.

     The Council having noted these discrepancies approved the Annual Return for 2010/11.     

iv)   To confirm Clerk’s salary scale and review contracted hours 

        The Council confirmed the Clerk’s current salary scale, and resolved to approve an increase in working hours from 5 to 7 per week with effect from May 2011. 
v)    To consider quotes for village works. 
i) Break up of old bin base on the playground at the token cost of £5.00 quoted by Out & About.
Approved by the Council.

ii)  Consideration of £45 quoted by Out & About for painting preservative on the  seat next to village sign.

. Approved by the Council.

iii)  Replacement of pinboards in Council noticeboard.  £50 quoted by Out & About.

Decision deferred. Clerk requested to research the cost of a new noticeboard.   Action: Clerk
iii) To approve mileage rate of 40p/mile whilst on approved Council business, and use of the new claim form.  
The Council resolved to approve both mileage rate, and claim form.


	11/73


	Consideration of list of policies to be considered, or reviewed in 2011/12:

(e.g. Standing Orders; Financial Regulations; Health & Safety; and Code of Conduct).

The list of policies was confirmed, and the Clerk requested to bring draft policies forward for consideration on a two monthly cycle.      Action: Clerk


	11/74
	Review of Council and employee membership of other bodies

a) Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Association of Local Councils                        b)  Cambridgeshire ACRE                                                                                     c) Campaign to Protect Rural England                                                                        d)  Society of Local Council Clerks

The Council resolved to continue its membership of each of the above bodies.

 

	11/75      
	 Training for Councillors/Clerk

i) The Clerk reported that Cllr Howling booked on the final module of CPALC Councillor training.

ii)         Cllr Yeadon said he may attend CPALC’s training later in 2011.
ii) The Clerk recommended that at least one person from the Council attended the “Communities in Action” Conference being arranged by the National Association of Local Councils in London on 22nd September 2011.  Eight workshops were being arranged to help local councils understand and use the new powers that are being devolved under the Localism Act.  Cost:  £97.50 per head (+ travel costs)

A decision was deferred until later in the year.   Action: Clerk


	11/76
	Matters raised by Members (for inclusion on the agenda for June)
· Cllr Yeadon mentioned sponsoring the Friendship Club.   

· Cllr Gouldstone proposed purchasing litter pickers.

· Cllr Betson suggested buying 30mph stickers for residents waste bins.
  Other matters raised by Members:
· Cllr McCarten raised the need to discuss the installation of the 3 kissing gates and 2 one way gates with Firs Farm.  She suggested that Cllr Hercus and herself arranged a meeting to do this.  This was approved by the Council.
· Cllr McCarten also volunteered to temporarily store the gates in her garage pending their installation, subject to the Council meeting the £50 transport costs.  This was approved unanimously.   



                       The meeting ended at 10pm.                   
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